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BCSC 2026-AO-0 I 

In the Matter of 
JUDICIAL DUTIES 

F   Superior Court of California F   
I   County of Butte   I   
L   L   
E   E   
D   D   

1-~ =/---'-{,l ..~:uepu!y 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF BUTTE 

ORDER FOR 2026 COURT 
ASSIGNMENTS 

11 This Order is made to faci l itate the distribution of files and proper routing of matters by 

12 court staff and supersedes any previous orders or addendums. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED THAT: 

I. Effective January I , 2026 , the following matters shall be referred directly by staff to the 

named judicial officer indicated unless otherwise expressly assigned: 

A. TO: JUDGE JESUS A. RODRIGUEZ - Department 3 

2026 PRESIDING JUDGE; 

2026 PRESIDING JUDGE OF THE JUVENILE COURT; 

All Welfare and Institutions Code § 300 matters; 

All Adoptions; 

All petitions to declare a minor free from parental custody and control pursuant to 

Family Code §7840; 

All petitions to inspect adoption and birth records  ; 

All Juvenile Welfare and Institutions Code § 601 and § 602 matters; 

All infractions under Education Code § 48293(a); 
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All matters pertaining to the administration of the 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 

Grand Juries; 

All other matters as assigned. 

B. TO: JUDGE MICHAEL R. DEEMS - Department 2 

2026 ASSISTANT PRESIDING JUDGE: Acts a Presiding Judge in the absence of 

the Presiding Judge: 

Supervisory duties of Collaborative Courts; 

All felony matters where the defendant' s last name begins with A-EA, and 

Co-Defendants as specified in " 2026 Criminal Co-Defendant Assignments" 

(Exhibit A) ; 

All other matters as assigned. 

C. TO: JUDGE VIRGINIA L. GINGERY - Department 7 

2026 SUPERVISING JUDGE OF THE CRIMINAL DIVISION 

All felony matters where the defendant  's last name begins with LF-RI, and 

Co-Defendants as specified in " 2026 Criminal Co-Defendant Assignments" 

(Exhibit A); 

All other matters as assigned. 

D. TO: JUDGE KIMBERLY MERRIFIELD - Department 5 

All felony matters where the defendant 's last name begins with EB-LE, and 

Co-Defendants as specified in "2 026 Criminal Co-Defendant Assignments" 

(Exhibit A); 

All other matters as assigned . 

E. TO: JUDGE KRISTEN A. LUCENA - Department 4 

All felony matters where the defendant 's last name begins with RJ-Z and 
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Co-Defendants as specified in "2 026 Criminal Co-Defendant Assignments" 

(Exhib it A); 

All other matters as assigned. 

F. TO: JUDGE PHILIP H. HEITHECKER - Department 10 

All other misdemeanor matters where the defendant ' s last name begins with A-E 

and S-Z; 

All Penal Code § 415 and § 484-488-490.1 (a) infractions where the defendant  's 

last name begins with A-E and S-Z; 

All matters pertaining to elections, including matters brought under Elections Code 

§ 2100 and§ 2142(a) ; 

All mandatory civil settlement conferences (MSC) calendared by the Civil 

Division as assigned; 

All other matters as assigned. 

G. TO : JUDGE RUBY S. NEUMANN - Department 8 

All Parole and Post Community Release Supervision Revocation Petitions; 

All misdemeanor DUI matters where the defendant is not represented by a Public 

Defender; 

All other misdemeanor matters where the defendant 's last name begins with F-R; 

All Penal Code§ 415 and § 484-488-490.1 (a) infractions where the defendant"s 

last name begins with F-R; 

All Juvenile infraction matters; 

All Guardianships of the Person Only ; 

All other matters as assigned. 

H . TO: JUDGE CLARE KEITHLEY - Department 11 

2026 SUPERVISING JUDGE OF THE FAMILY DIVISION ; 
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I. 

Family law matters, except for Butte County Department of Child Support Services 

Title IV-D matters, as random ly ass igned to eq ual fifty percent of the total filings ; 

All other matters as assigned. 

TO  : JUDG E CO RIE J. CARAWAY - Department 9 

Family law matters, except for Butte County Department of Child Support Services 

Title [V-D, as randomly assigned to equa l fifty percent of the total filings; 

All C RC 5.83 Fam il y Law Case Management Status Conferences ; 

All other matters as assigned . 

J. TO: JUDG E TAMARA L. MOSBARGER - Department I 

2026 SUPERVISTNG JUDGE OF THE CIVIL DrVISION; 

All un li mited civi l matters random ly assigned ; 

All asset forfeiture cases ; 

All probate cases, excluding Guardianships of the Person on ly ; 

All petitions under Welfare and Institutions Code§ 5250 and § 8103 ; 

All LPS conservatorship cases; 

All other matters as assigned. 

K . TO : JUDGE STEPHE E. BENSON - Department 6 

All unlimited civil matters as randomly assigned; 

All limited civil matters; 

All civil matters relating to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) ; 

All firearm petitions under Welfare and In stitutions Code§ 8102 and § 8103 ; 

All dog petitions under Food and Agricu ltural Code§ 3160 I et seq. ; 

All petitions for change of name and/or gender; 

All CARE Act petitions; 

All other matters as assigned . 
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L. TO: COMMISSIONER LEAH B. SEARS 

2 All misdemeanor DUI matters where the defendant is represented by a Public 

3 Defender; 

4 Collaborative Court Calendars -

5 All cases referred to and accepted into: 

6 Drug Court calendar; 

7 HIDE (High Intensity Driving under the Influence Enforcement) calendar; 

8 Domestic Violence calendar; 

9 Veterans Treatment Court calendar; 

IO Mental Health Diversion calendar; 

11 Military Diversion calendar ; 

12 All other matters as assigned. 
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M. TO: COMMISSIONER MARK EMMONS 

All Butte County Department of Child Support Services-Title IV-D matters ; 

All Penal Code§ 270 and§ 166(a)(4) matters related to Butte County Department 

of Child Support Services-Title IV-D matters; 

All Small Claims matters, whe n a Jud ge Pro Tempore is not available ; 

All Adult infraction matters, excluding Penal Code § 415 and § 484-488-490 . 1 (a), 

excluding infractions under Education Code § 48293(a) ; 

All Limited Unlawful Detainer matters; 

All Civil Harassment matters; 

All other matters as assigned. 
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The fo ll o w ing gen e ral pri ncip les are applicabl e in referrin g matters pursuant to the se 

ass ig nments: 

A. Orders submitted for s ig nature shall be ro uted to the judic ial officer w ho made the 

o rd e r. If the judi  c ial offi ce  r w ho made th e o rd e r is unavailab le, then it shall be 

routed pursuant to Code of C iv il Procedure § 635 , as fo llow s : 

1. to th e S uperv is in g Jud ge o f th e divi s io n in w hich t he unavail a b le jud ici a l 

offi cer pres ided ; o r 

11. to th e Pr es idin g Jud ge . 

Fo r the purposes of th is secti o n, a jud ge is un avail abl e fo r s ig nature if th e jud ge is 

away fr o m th e co urt fo r m o re th a n fi ve (5) co nsec uti ve Co urt days. 

Th e fo ll ow in g ge ne ral prin c ipl es appl y w he n d e te rminin g reass ig nm e nt afte r a 

di squalifi cati on of judi c ial offi ce r: 

A. In th e ev e nt a judi c ial o ffi ce r is di squ a lifi ed , o r if th e pa rti es do not sti pulat  e to a 

Co mmi ss io ne r ( if required) , th e case sha ll be refe rred to th e S uperv is in g Jud ge of 

the di v is io n fo r reass ig nm ent, w ith exce pti o n o f th e fo ll ow in g: 

1. If th e S uperv is in g Jud ge is di squalifi ed, the ca se s hall be referred to th e 

Pres idin g Judge fo r rea ss ig nm e nt. 

11. If th e Pres idin g Jud ge is di squ a lifi ed the case shall be referr ed to th e 

Ass istant Pres idin g Jud ge fo r reass ig nm ent, purs uant to Code o f C iv il 

Procedure § I 70 .3(a)(2) . 

iii . In di v is io ns w here o n ly two Jud ges pres ide, if o ne is di squ a lifi ed, the 

ca se s ha ll be reass ig ned to th e Jud ge wh o has not bee n di squalifi ed . T hi s 

shall a lso a ppl y to th  e C rimin a l Mi sde mea  no r ass ignm e nt s. 

1v. In th e C rim ina l Divis io n, by thi s orde r, cases sha ll be reassig ned 

acco rdin g to Ex h ibit B. 
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v. [n the Juvenile Division , if the assigned judge is disqualified , the matter 

2 wi ll be referred to the Presiding Judge for assignment. 
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v1. Assignments of non-Criminal cases are for all purposes, within the 

meaning of Code of Civil Procedure§ I 70.6(a)(2). Assignments of non-

Criminal cases as a result of a disqualification  , recusal or unavailability 

of another judicial officer, will be assig nm ents for all purposes, within 

the meaning of Code of Civil Procedure§ I 70.6(a)(2). 

B. Assignments of Criminal cases are for all purposes within the meaning of Code of 

Civil Procedure § I 70.6(a)(2) effective upon the first court appearance on the 

criminal calendar of the assigned judge. Assignments of Criminal cases as a result 

of a disqualification, recusal, or unavailability of another judicial officer, will be 

assignments for al l purposes, within the meaning of Code of Civil Procedure§ 

I 70.6(a)(2), effect ive upon the first court appearance before that judicial officer. 

C. If, at the felon y tria l assignment calendar, a jury trial is assigned to a trial judge 

other than the previously assigned felon y alpha judge, the parties will have the 

right to exercise a peremptory challenge pursuant to Code of Civi I Procedure § 

I 70.6(a)(2) as to the newly assigned trial judge, unless the party has previously 

exercised a peremptory challenge in the matter . 

D. In the event that a ll available judicial officers are disqualified , the matter shall be 

heard by a visiting judge on the Shasta Exchange calendar or as otherwise 

assigned . 

E. At the request of a neighboring court, the Presiding Judge will assign a Judge of 

the Butte Superior Court to assist as needed , to include Shasta Superior Court on 

the Exchange calendar. 
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IV. As permitted by California Rules of Court, Rule 2.810-2.811 , a court-appointed 

2 temporary judge ("Judge Pro Tempore" ) is assigned to hear all Small Claims Matters. 
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V. Pursuant to Section 246 of the Welfare and In stitutions Code of the State of California, 

Judges Stephen E. Benson , Corie J . Caraway , Michael R. Deems, Virginia Gingery, 

Philip H. Heithecker, Clare Keithley , Kristen A. Lucena, Kimberly Merrifield, Tamara 

L. Mosbarger, Rub y S. Neumann , and Jes us A. Rodriguez are designated as Judge s of 

the Juvenile Court. 

Dated: (j~ 3D 2i)'2-S 
Hon. Michael R. Deems 
Pres iding Judge of the Superior Court 
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2026 Criminal Co-Defendant Assignments 

Cases filed in the month of: 

January 

May 

September 

February 

June 

October 

March 

July 

November 

April 

August 

December 

Assigned to: 

Michael R. Deems - Department 2 

Kimberly Merrifield - Department 5 

Virginia L. Gingery - Department 7 

Kristen A. Lucena - Department 4 

EXHIBIT A 



2026 Criminal Judicial Officer Reassignment after 
Disqualification 

Disqualified Judicial Officer Reassigned Judicial Officer 

Michael R. Deems Kimberly Merrifield 

Kimberly Merrifield Michael R. Deems 

Michael R. Deems and Kimberly Merrifield Virginia L. Gingery 

Virginia L. Gingery Kristen A. Lucena 

Kristen A . Lucena Virginia L. Gingery 

Virginia L. Gingery and Kristen A. Lucena Michael R. Deems 

Philip H. Heithecker and Ruby S. Neumann Supervising Judge of the Criminal 
Division 

EXHIBIT B 


